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BUSINESS BRIEFS
Cathy Bourm has been selected as the child care director for 

the Clallam County Family YMCA. Bourm has more than 20 
years experience working in child care settings, the past 16 with 
Olycap’s Head Start program where she was a family educator. 
Bourm has a degree in early childhood education and has train-
ing in communication and leadership. She lives in Sequim with 
her husband and two children and serves on the Sequim Little 
League board.

First Step Family Support Center, a United Way agency, 
was awarded $25,000 from the Norcliffe Foundation in support 
of  its  campaign to expand its facility. The agency is in the midst 
of  a capital campaign to raise funds to build a 4,174-square-foot 
community services facility on the current campus. The expan-
sion will feature a much-needed infant and toddler child care/
early learning center, parent meeting and training rooms, a 
reading resource room, a kitchen and confi dential counseling 
offi ces. This will substantially increase the agency’s capacity to 
expand current programs and to initiate new ones that the com-
munity has identifi ed as fundamental for supporting and build-
ing successful families and children. 

 
Cedar Creek restaurant, located at 665 N. Fifth Ave., 

Sequim, will celebrate its fi rst Labor Day Seafood Festival from 
Aug. 28-Sept. 1. Local seafood dinners will be available from 5-9 
p.m. daily. 

Lisa-Anne Dorrell has moved to Refl ections Beauty Sa-

lon at 231 West Sequim Bay Road, next to Cuddles and Crayons 
Daycare. She specializes in cuts, color and perms. Salon hours 
are 9 a.m.-4 p.m., Tuesday-Friday, and evenings by appointment. 
Dorrell can be reached at 683-2233.

Mike Lyckman, Larry Loucks, Patricia Troxler, Rick 

Gross and Craig Stevenson, of  Estes Builders, recently at-
tended the Pacifi c Coast Building Conference in San Francisco, 
one of  the industry’s largest annual trade show and exhibitions. 
Estes Builders is a nationally recognized home builder located 
in Sequim and was named a winner of  the 2007 National Hous-
ing Quality Gold Award and received the 2004 NRS Award for 
Homeowner Satisfaction-Excellence in Class. The company’s 
Web site address is www.estesbuilders.com and it can be reached 
at 683-8756.

Clallam Transit System set a new, all-time monthly fi xed-
route ridership record in July. Total fi xed-route ridership was 
93,693, compared to 72,092 for the same month one year ago, 
which is a 29.96-percent increase in ridership. July typically 
has been the system’s lightest ridership month in the past, 
according to CTS. From January through July, CTS recorded 
588,191 fi xed-route transit boardings, an 11.51-percent increase 
in usage compared to 527,501 boardings from January through 
July 2007. 

Sequim food bank board presi-
dent Stephen Rosales, right, 
accepts a check from Sequim 
Elks exhalted ruler Allen Hanson 
for $400. Through fundraisers and 
personal donations, the Sequim 
Elks made the contribution to 
the food bank. Nina Fatherson, 
executive director of the food 
bank, said the generosity of 
the Elks will go a long way in 
making sure no one goes to bed 
hungry. 

Submitted photo 

FILLING THE SHELVES

by ASHLEY MILLER
Staff writer

The day Kelli Chen and her 
family lost their beloved family 
dog Meanut was one of  the worst 
days of  their lives.

Meanut, a Pomeranian mix 
named by Chen’s young chil-
dren who couldn’t pronounce 
“Peanut,” was part of  the family, 
the mother of  three boys said. 
The dog escaped from a Sequim 
boarding facility and never was 
found. Though the experience 
was devastating, it was the loss 
of  Meanut that inspired Chen 
to open Dungeness Ranch Pet 
Resort, a full-service dog and 
cat resort, salon and spa with 
an emphasis on security. Dogs 
are allowed to play in yards 
surrounded by chain link fence 
and monitored by video camera, 
with multiple television screens 
in almost every room at the 
resort.

More than fi ve years later, 
Meanut is a memory but the 
business continues to expand its 
products and services.

Mid-July, Dungeness Ranch 
released its own gourmet dog 
food. Resort Gourmet Ultra 
Premium Dog Food is available 
in five formulas exclusively 
at the Co-op Farm & Garden 
in “Sequim. “We developed 
the food because we were very 
unsatisfi ed with the results we 
were getting from feeding other 
brands of  natural, holistic pet 
foods here at the resort,” Chen 
explained. Symptoms ranged 
from vomiting and diarrhea to 
foul breath and dry skin.

“I was shocked to learn how 
many unhealthy ingredients are 
in dog and cat food, including 
holistic pet foods,” Chen said in 
disbelief. “Garlic is toxic to dogs, 
most people don’t know that.”

“Resort Gourmet does not 
contain unhealthy ingredients 
such as fi sh, garlic, corn, wheat 
and soy, to name the most com-
mon offenders,” she said pas-
sionately.

The dog food business, ac-
cording to Chen, is very com-
petitive. “Companies try to dif-
ferentiate themselves through 

Sequim pet boarding facility 
releases all-natural, gourmet dog food
Cat food awaiting 
FDA approval, 
expected to 
be available 
within months

Sequim entrepreneur 
teams up with PETCO

Dungeness Ranch Pet Resort owner Kelli Chen treats every 
animal like it’s her own.

With her own pets Chen uses only the best products on the 
market, which is why fi ve years ago she developed her own line 
of  salon formulas: medicated shampoo, conditioner, detangler 
and more.

“I tried every brand I could fi nd, no-name brands to top-of-
the-line brands, and I wasn’t satisfi ed with any of  the results,” 
Chen said. So as an ambitious young mother, she started creat-
ing her own products — ones she’s so confi dent about that she 
has used them on her own children, Chen admitted.

After one year of  using the products for her own use, PETCO 
offered her a contract. “We were so excited that PETCO was 
interested in our products,” Chen remembered. “We are now a 
top-shelf  seller there and each year our presence expands.”

Early in 2008, upon request by dog and cat lovers, a baby-
powder-based blend of  dog and cat grooming products was 
released. A holiday line, including a sugar cookie scent, will 
launch this fall.

All products are a cosmetic grade that’s safe for animal and 
human use.

Kelli Chen, owner of Dungeness Ranch Pet Resort, is dedicated to 
offering high quality dog and cat boarding and grooming services 
on the Olympic Peninsula.      Photo by Ashley Miller

their ingredients and many of  
them use ingredients that sound 
good to us as a marketing ploy 
but are clearly not healthy for 
dogs,” she said. “What’s not in 

it is almost more important than 
what is in it, though.”

Chen advises pet owners to 
read the list of  ingredients on pet 
food packages before feeding it to 

animals and to avoid grain-free 
diets. “These are gimmicks,” 
she said firmly. “They are 
comparative to the Atkins diet 
for animals, but healthy dogs 
need carbohydrates for energy. 
They are essential for a healthy 
lifestyle.”

A complete list of  ingredients 
Chen recommends avoiding is 
online at www.resortgourmet.
com.

Resort Gourmet is made 
using fresh deboned chicken, 
steamed vegetables, brown rice, 
potatoes and other carefully se-
lected ingredients such as olive 
oil and fl ax seed.

When Chen developed Resort 
Gourmet dog food, it was with 
the intention of  feeding it to 
dogs boarding at the facility. “I 
never imagined people would 
want to feed it to their dogs at 
home,” she said, stating her 
pleasure with the product’s 
success and her business rela-
tionship with the Co-op. “The 
feedback from our customers 
has been phenomenal, they are 
so happy that Resort Gourmet 
is available at a store which 
offers a great shopping experi-
ence, convenience and friendly 
customer service.”

Chen isn’t stopping at the dog 
food industry. She’s created a 
gourmet blend of  cat food that is 
in the process of  receiving FDA 
approval. “It should be available 
within the next four months,” 
she predicted.

The cat food will be sold 
exclusively at the Co-op Farm 
& Garden store alongside the 
dog food.

The Co-op was established 
in 1936 and is located at 216 E. 
Washington St., in downtown 
Sequim.

“Resort Gourmet Dog Food 
is our No. 1 selling natural dog 
food,” said Co-op employee Bar-
bara Lundstedt in a recent press 
release. “We are all pet lovers 
here, so it makes me really hap-
py knowing that Resort Gour-
met is improving the health of  
our customers’ pets.”

For more information about 
Dungeness Ranch Pet Resort, go 
online to www.dungenessranch.
com or call owner Kelli Chen at 
681-0939.

Your Best Skin NowNow!
• Eyelid, Eyebrow and Face Lift • Anti-aging Skin Care
• Treatment for Brown Spots, Facial Veins and Redness

• MicroLaser Peel and South Bay Peel
• Botox, Juvederm, Restylane and Radiesse
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www.coleaestheticcenter.com
Sequim
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We offer the latest in Surgical and Laser Facial Rejuvenation
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